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the cry of the people was met with ruthless repression as the military waged the war of total elimination of all 
critics death squads operated with impunity during the three decades of army rule and 100,000 people died 
at the hands of the security forces the violence has driven 1 million Guatemalans into exile in this iletis and 
say that the area | come from it has been militarized not recently though for years JK a medio de Lepik right 
in the middle of the small town a military base is there - the population a little dollop but today they attend 
these soldiers there have to know everything what's going on in the town ecomo control against it dig and the 
way that they control that area is that every small group of houses or every neighborhood has an official 
silver in their gate didn't get started selling window panels to meet with the army every month and they're 
based in the town in order to report on what's happening in the area this is let me discuss you look at them 
with the militarization that we have in our area a comprehensive look at Guatemala on alternative views 
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it's kind of a strange thing about Guatemala you don't see much of it in the American media the network's 
ignore it pretty much so most Americans don't realize what the nature of Guatemala is the socioeconomic 
status the political repression the terrible political repression in Guatemala you see a lot about South Africa 
and Argentina and El Salvador but like Guatemala where we're going to try to remedy some of that tonight on 
alternative views because we have some Guatemalans here with us we have our total area who is a 
research fellow at the Institute for Latin American Studies at the University of Texas he just arrived very 
recently from Guatemala and we also have Simone Paris who is a poet and he also is an Indian who has 
lived in the not in Guatemala City but in the other areas of Guatemala where much more of the repression 
has taken place and he's going to tell us not only about that but about a lot of the prejudice the racial 
prejudice to which the Indians are subjected | might also mention that our total was one of the script writers 
for the screenplay el norte which you may have seen and of course our interpreter is marty rumba marty is 
also an expert in the area so he'll be participating with us interspersed in our interview is a documentary 
about Guatemala from the group for mutual support for Guatemala Guatemala one of the five Central 
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Guatemala one of the five Central American countries found to the south of Mexico is known throughout the 
region for its stunning rural beauty lush highlands and volcanoes some still active the highlands are 
populated by Indians that make up 55% of Guatemala's eight and a half million people Guatemala's beauty is 
deceiving however beneath the smoking volcanoes lies the most unequal land distribution in the region with 
two percent of the population owning seventy-eight percent of the land in 1954 a CIA backed coup ousted 
President tocqueville Arbenz when he attempted to redistribute land among the peasants since that time 
guatemalan has been ruled by a series of military governments inequality of land tenure the highest infant 
mortality rate in the region and the fact that 85% of all children under five suffer from malnutrition all 
combined to give rise to protests and an insurgent movement the cry of the people was met with ruthless 
repression as the military waged the war of total elimination of all critics death squads operated with impunity 
during the three decades of army rule and 100,000 people died at the hands of the security forces the 
violence has driven 1 million Guatemalans into exile here are refugee settlements in neighboring Mexico 
where nearly 50 thousand Guatemalans have fled in the last several years another method to quell rebellion 


is the use of kidnapping 38 thousand people have been disappeared in Guatemala eight thousand more than 
Argentina in June 1984 a group of family members of kidnapped victims joined together to protest the 
disappearance of their relatives and to bring to the attention of the world a situation that was virtually 
unknown internationally the mutual support group known by its Spanish acronym as gham became the only 
voice of dissent against 
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became the only voice of dissent against the government with the worst human rights record in all of Latin 
America a City commented no | please leave peacefully and there will be no problem somos soon grupo de 
personas people have suffered the disappearances of a loved one and we're here silently and peacefully we 
aren't provoking anybody laughter nice called grupo de apoyo mucho port a mandala | am a member of the 
mutual support group | want to know where my son is his name is Carlos Guillermo Ramirez Galvez 18 years 
old he was kidnapped by men who arrived in two cars one with a license plate one without the cars belong to 
the core of Special Investigations di T of the Guatemalan government in 1986 however you have got a new 
civilian president Benicio so right so and there's been at least a lot of talk in the American media that this is 
constituted a return to democracy in Guatemala that there's no more political repression civil war etc is that 
an accurate picture of what's really going on in Guatemala today no | would not say that it is and | think that 
to think of democracy are simply electing somebody to office it's a simplistic view of democracy we 
understand in Guatemala as a democracy a government that it's truly representative of the majority of the 
people whom have chosen that government and that it will really be accountable to that majority of its period 
in government and that it is a government that is also linked with economic benefits for the majority of the 
Guatemalan people and that responds to the needs of all the different sectors 
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the needs of all the different sectors of the what amounted people for us democracies not just elections but 
rather elections are the tip of the iceberg of what democracy supposed to be and when you look at the mokra 
see this way this is not what we find in Guatemala in Guatemala basically what we have found was a military 
dictatorship exhausted in exhausting itself after many years in power after some of the worst years of brutal 
repression against the great majority of the Roman people numbers of debts and disappeared that astound 
imagination what are some of these well it has been mentioned in a country that is not quite 8 million people 
roughly a hundred and fourteen thousand people have been assassinated for political reasons since 1954 it 
is estimated that 40,000 of those happened alone in this early years of the 1980s when we had the two worst 
government stores of general drummer Lucas Garcia in general fi in Rio's month and it is estimated that 
roughly 46,000 people disappeared in this same time frame now let's see anybody good at math what would 
that be the equivalent of in United States terms if that same percentage of Americans were killed anybody 
ever figure that in they've been enormous yet probably about 30 million 33 million people 30 million people 
killed in the United States at the same percentage civil struggle yeah that is that's there's been that many 
people that have been displaced or dislocated by the world why out of eight people have had to leave their 
homes or leave the country even or were assassinated or have disappeared which would be about 32 million 
because the Bishop of Ramallah estimates that of that same almost 8 
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estimates that of that same almost 8 million what amounts that we are roughly a million and a half were 
displaced from their homes from their original homes by the political violence became refugees most of them 
inside of Guatemala probably as many as half a million made it outside most settled alongside the Mexican 
border some trickled into the United States and Canada right if | Morales so what am | take up my name is 
Eva Morales I'm Guatemalan I'm 18 years old how many funding | lost well 16 were kidnapped and one was 
killed what are they named the first one my uncle who was killed was once s Morales he was 48 years old 
his wife Lillian Aida Morales 51 years old my aunt is 44 years old my uncle 43 years old my father 45 years 
old what was his name Rigoberto Morales and then there's Salomon Morales Elizabeth Morales and 


Cipriano Ramirez in Morales and then there's children one is six years old Damaris Mulaney Morales and 
another girl eleven years old Avila Morales and a kid of 11 years old biotin Morales and there's teenagers 
also 13 14 and 15 years old they are Claudia Roxana Morales Rafael Morales no s-salamu Morales who's 
my brother who's 18 years old and mayart Morales who's 18 also do you have any idea who did all 
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also do you have any idea who did all this yes | know very well who did it because because | saw it the 
secret police and sometimes he army helped phenomena judicial ejército during the past decade the 
University of San Carlos in Guatemala City has been the center of anti-government activity therefore a prime 
target of army repression hundreds of students and dozens of professors have been kidnapped or murdered 
despite the threat of retaliation student protests spilled out of the campus and onto the streets of Guatemala 
City where they were joined by workers peasants and the unemployed after years of rigid military rule 
frustration is released as thousands clash with police in demonstrations protesting rising food prices street 
protests ended in more arrests and without concrete solutions the mutual support group tried another 
approach dialogue with a former Guatemalan leader general Mejia victories we have done what you asked 
you wanted the Commission we have started it they didn't do anything at all the Commission presented three 
sheets of paper that contained absolutely nothing we have invited the most critical organizations such as 
Amnesty International for America's war they went to all those places after 20 years of constant fighting 
between army and guerrillas the time has come for peace no general part of the people of Guatemala we 
suffer and can't be silent our loved ones were kidnapped wouldn't you say something of a member 
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wouldn't you say something of a member of your family disappeared general west ok como estas 10 kilos 
FSOs a familiar suerte en cuenta que pareció kangin yo no puedo decir aha marketer kelly i don't believe 
that you ever helped us because I'll never forget the body of Hector Rosario for his son or brother four 
people have been taken from us in the cruelest way we cannot forget that mr. Mejia victorious and if | saying 
this | risk my life | don't care my husband is gone already | don't care if they take me to the FAA | don't 
wanna nice Bowl so he came at that meeting | become being known in forth during the height of the 
presidential election campaign the first move in 30 years toward civilian rule outgoing military leader general 
Mejia victories is giving his last press conference before leaving office it is all written in English and sent from 
Washington by one of these international totalitarian organizations be it Amnesty International or America's 
watch they are the ones that tell the mutual support group what we're doing they sent their instructions from 
Washington Amnesty International accession America's watch the appearance of an instantaneous existing | 
am would you agree to an investigation of the military's involvement in human rights violations yoga studying 
at google else see as he says here | believe it would be a big mistake to do this because if it wasn't for the 
army the guerillas would have won in Guatemala would be a communist state in the November elections 
there were four major contenders the most promising was Christian Democrat Vinicius adesso the elections 
were widely considered to be free of fraud many assumed the military at this point was eager to hand over 
power or the appearance of power to 
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over power or the appearance of power to a civilian government the gham also took advantage of the 
electoral climate to draw attention to their cause by occupying the Cathedral in Guatemala City where they 
remained for five days we are the victims of violence by repressive forces they come to protect us but they 
have used their power to crimes against Simone you live in the at the northern northern town of Guatemala 
and you were in the area where a lot of this repression was taking place what it was like la citta co4 restante 
difficile Jackie in Aldea the beginning of the saloon the situation was rather harsh because in the small 
village he supposedly gives in cuenta por ciento play as | see now you can say that really fifty percent of the 
people were assassinated he nobody end oh yeah the area meant a death a condo is Nino Calaveras Intuos 


party see save a costume Randall a costumed inaudible told him you can't become accustomed really to 
seeing corpses all over the place and get used to what's happening the la la citadelle de Valencia separate 
system indicated Yoko when also for most 
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system indicated Yoko when also for most part is a Valencia la familia they'll also to me and the situation of 
violence was something that our own family suffered as well he fell from the Valencia bastante girl Jackie 
realmente is level insulator honest al cielo New Era's not support out the de las ciudades and it was a 
violence that was very cruel which would occur in isolated areas of the city Como por ejemplo nosotros 
estamos Dante internal animal Tania and so when we were outside of the city in the mountains yeah a pasta 
cereal ok Gary O'Callaghan people out there the government can do what it wants with the people | see 
Pokemon but someone hasn't eaten so thoroughly familiar como eres and Tiras Eleanor de perder Oh 
Saruman lune and we ourselves and his family felt this pain of losing a human being a terrible as | seen that 
ugly better man and it's a taint and uncertainty | say desaparecidos almost ova pasado common in 1970 my 
oldest brother was assassinated in 1976 my next oldest brother was disappeared and we still don't know 
what happened to him was there a reason that the army gave or they as | understand it so it's against the 
Indian population in general but were they selective in their targets a Guatemala | in the little magrav icky 
Lucifer they're a lot of justicia past Libertad well what the mullets considered a fault to speak of things like 
justice or liberty super decir de que el campesino in Guatemala is su frontal ingresso is solution de toda la 
vida es tener el palacio de tierra robada and for the peasantry for the 
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robada and for the peasantry for the campesinos in guatemala their source of income and their gold or 
dream is to have a piece of land and to work it say a la la cuenta de como la rata niente decay Delta rotten 
Entei imperialist k7 Belisarius merica to guatemala empieza extender see upon Daryl hombres que lo se 
Paradiso tierra que ellos necesitan Vetrov Aharon and they realize of course how the large landowners take 
more and more land in these richest areas of the countries and put wire between them and the land that they 
need to work sae cuando realmente campesino empieza protests are por este justicia y que es a tiara 
anterior maintains a per tennessee dope or generación de hay and a ratio neighs and so people begin to 
protest the taking away of these lands that they had had to work for generations and generations pero 
cuando it was asking us to it to given Trapattoni papillary yes jachym personas de los residentes tienen el 
poder como el alcalde del pueblo el que Varnado licenciado jose que ellos hacen su propio documentas 
young like eternity but when the indians the campesinos protest this land being taken away while the 
landowners have access to the mayor the governor two lawyers and with just shuffling of paperwork they're 
able to take the land away from whoever these are the brothers of Nicholas blade a North American 
journalist who disappeared in the Guatemalan Highlands the government must tell us where he is 
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mijo the village | admit I'm shunned Itd or israel me rancagua lard was kidnapped from his house on March 
the 19th of 1982 therefore we are occupying this holy church Gosselaar assumed me as Paul so he see the 
lodge quick sequester for my husband Ysidro lodge was kidnapped by armed men in the market of santa 
lucia prosumer guapa | haven't heard from him since | went to the garrison they told me he had been taken 
by the g2 security police because he was politically active he goes la que se estaba hablando porque esta 
meet even politica Alan Tudyk aparecido ante quest adami total monoamine or the day they kidnapped my 
two younger brothers says our Giovanni career solaris and orlando career solaris they were taken away the 
car by two l'm kind of being young tokens you know from the first time into your mouth but yo siempre entre 
klamath Amyas pause I'm asking for my husband his name is Jose Alan Perez Alvarado he was captured by 
the Lynn says battalion on November 18th of 1984 early on when they took my son on December 17th | went 
to the authorities looking for anyway and yes because we're losing a childhood so much yeah my son is not 


an animal to be led away that hurt salanio say me animale para que no la sin quiere Oh Yomi que de 
complicado mijo Victor Manuel mondrag6n sons way sequester or armies wertham in my hand Victor Manuel 
monoid on Silas was 
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Victor Manuel monoid on Silas was kidnapped by armed men in three toyota pickup trucks they threw him 
into a truck and one of them sat on top of him we tried to follow the truck but lost them si fuera yeah no no 
son cantamos no Sugimoto Janos podemos ver que camino y hemos looking for my brother at a little 
casimiro Valiente and my brother-in-law Fernando no hotter enojado they were kidnapped by a group of 
masked men let's go let's get up in that bad Toula men think I'll still make them they took him away in his 
underwear he couldn't even dress himself that's why we joined the mutual support group to fight for a loved 
one so | don't percent else in equal size they kidnapped my three grandchildren in my 16 year old son I've 
been looking everywhere but | have not found him it will be one year since he disappeared yes ok we'll do 
I'm fighting with the gamut of acento Chickering Ramirez was kidnapped she went to the market with four 
bags of corn to sell in my certain angle on the way in a little village called Berlin the army took her out of the 
bus and led her away harder for Tomas a historical fact why they kidnapped my son in 1983 his name 
Winston I have and lying in the middle is dental check address and meeting Louis and Surgeons | dress in 
1983 they took him from the house he left four children behind he's my only son they surrounded the house 
later | went to the military garrison but he wasn't there they said if anything for me amino sin to propose to 
my son i insensible / - Tina 
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propose to my son i insensible / - Tina hi was taken to the prison of Santa Tracey sattvabai policeman I've 
come there many times they say that it's kinds of paper and then was it free nothing else in a search 
Obama's a producer a federal Murray single solo DC confirm a parody airing live metal Esperanto the 
peaceful occupation of the Cathedral by the gum was considered to be one of the boldest acts of open 
protest seen in Guatemala for many years | just wanted to add in terms of your question about selective or 
massive repression that the Army has alternatively used both sometimes they have targeted individuals in a 
very selective repression process for example the process that Simone just described say that a community 
leader emerges that considers the situation unjust and he starts standing out for calling out for the rights of 
those peasants then he might be targeted individually and disappeared but then if the entire village rises up 
and start massively protesting or formed an organization to defend the rights then the army switches to 
massive repression in the entire village or an important sector of it Michael or that region for that matter 
Simone has this militarization that our tutor was talking about is that also occurred in your town in the 
silhouette is there some animosity a super a concealed a long military so you can say that the area | come 
from has been militarized not recently but four years j/k in medio de la pequeña al de impuestos esta 
contento Minotaur para que control allah polis right in the middle of the small towns their military bases there 
to control the population a 
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bases there to control the population a little dollop is dependable information to the end on a date in a que 
and the soldiers there have to know everything that's going on in the town y como control Aghios take agar 
apni para pequeno Vario hace a pequeno lupa de casa still you represent on take a lemon alcalde auxilliary 
and Wade that they control that area is that every small group of houses or every neighborhood has an 
official who's called the auxiliary mayor like estar ser el mundo para mas pequeñas taka mentos para esta su 
single Nazarian has to meet with the army every month in their base in the town in order to report on what's 
happening in the area this is la maleta simcha the authorization that we have in our area well known as a 
human rights advocate and for his anti military convictions today so takes power under the watchful eye of 
Dom who will not forget the past for those who were displaced and sometimes had to flee to other countries 
or those who lost their loved ones or how much in respect to those who suffered the most from the economic 


crisis for those many nameless people who endured hunger malnutrition ignorance and unemployment for all 
our brothers who bore the heaviest burden of deprivation so that others could prosper for those who have to 
sacrifice so much in their homeland of abundance with 
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in their homeland of abundance with presidents today shows rise to power the pent up storm of generations 
of landless peasants was released three months after he took office as thousands marched for five days to 
reach the Capitol with their request for land to the new leader of all taboos and Guatemalan ruling circles 
none has been more absolute than agrarian reform and vinicius it aiso has proved to be no exception 2% of 
the population owns four-fifths of the land which leaves less than 10% of the peasant population able to 
support their families consumption needs and is this sort of political repression still going on today under the 
survey Co government or is this sort of over assassination and repression diminished during this era so 
government we don't have yet documentation of massive repression of the worst chaos when you went in 
1981 to 83 but of selective repression yes there it's clear-cut documentation that it's still going on they were 
my on Human Rights Commission documents over 400 assassinations already 153 353 in the first 15 
months in office of citizens government and we shouldn't forget that Venetia said so himself he had 
knowledge to Time magazine that he only has 20% of real power in his hands that most of the countryside is 
still ruled by the Army in the Army has also been very explicit they said it to wildin earn a u.s. journalist they 
said to chin marry Simon time correspondent in Guatemala until last year that in the countryside they rule 
that Vinicius government is for the city folks but in the countryside they rule so | imagine the repression in the 
countryside either 
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countryside either is well it's probably still is great either that they are still killing people or they have quote 
pacified it to a greater degree yeah | would say right now we're in this stage of quote unquote specification 
it's a vicious circle that goes on and off | would say in this recent period the latest absurd of massive 
movement of people happened from 1979 to 1981 the Army's response was to massacre the great majority 
of those people the bulk of the massacres began towards the end of 1981 through 1983 when 440 buildings 
were disappeared from the face of the Guatemalan Highlands and then after the end of 1983 all those 
survivors who remained were for the most part place either in model villages which is the name given to 
strategic Hamlet's Vietnam style in which the population is concentrated under direct army surveillance or 
kept in existing villages or towns but also under very thorough army surveillance and that's the stage that has 
been going on since 1984 so that one of the major rave indications of the Indian people for Amaya is to be let 
alone by left alone by the army they want the army off their backs and freedom of movement you know we 
hear a lot sometimes about lack of freedom movement in other countries but in Guatemala the Indians 
cannot freely move from one place to another without having to account for their adds to the army nowadays 
in 87 they no longer need to have a written permit as they did as late as 1984 but they still gotta explain 
verbally to the local garrison where they're going and why in account for directions and be ready to answer 
questions if there's any suspicion that they might have not done what they said they were going to that 
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what they said they were going to that sounds like the way the Israelis control the Palestinians in fact a lot of 
the type of population control that we have in the western highlands comes from Israeli advisers who spoke 
of experience emerges from the West Bank from what we know a lot of Israeli advisors who worked on the 
West Bank areas of Israel then worked in South Africa and then in Guatemala and so what Amala has 
assimilated and incorporated both the West Bank and South African experience in in the process of 
population control we shouldn't forget the watermelon army has very very close ties to the Israeli army that 
it's always rarely equipped you'll see us guns in Guatemala they're all Israeli guns Galil is the standard rifle 
who sees the standard submachine gun and that their investments on the part of the Israeli armaments 
industry in Guatemala through which already Cali bullets are being manufacturing Guatemala armored 


vehicles are being assembled in Guatemala and there was even talk of going as far as manufacturing the 
two feared planes in what I'm which eventually was blocked by the US because that would compete with with 
the Phantom's and f5s the nice new city says governments saw another demonstration only days after the 
peasants besieged the capital as thousands took to the streets to commemorate International Workers day 
the May first commemoration was the first in Guatemala since 1980 when dozens of workers were shot down 
in the streets by the army the workers are calling for fair wages as well as protesting the disappearance of 
their colleagues some have called what has happened in Guatemala a Holocaust vinicius today so 
represented hope for the future but many Guatemalans are disappointed that he did not make significant 
changes within the security 


00:36:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LsuxXG4BL2M&t=2161s 





significant changes within the security forces the mutual support group is still seeking to prosecute past 
military leaders and have presented 1500 cases to be investigated by a specially appointed judge between 
January and June local newspapers reported 700 violent deaths some with signs of torture and the gone 
reports the kidnappings continued and electrics are being killing we have the government to stop the killings 
widows and children are left behind what will happen to them the only thing we want this bread and what we 
are getting is bullets depends again on de que mucho la cara decanting is to see for justin polland cuando el 
pelo Mucha gente tendra malum Fang Hezbollah well let's talk about what is happening in a more 
contemporary vein in Guatemala | understand there was enormous strike | was reading a few things about it 
| mean thousands of people involved can you tell us about it well it's the largest striking Guatemala history 
and which | think it's a good enough testimony of the Guatemalan people's capacity to reorganize and persist 
despite the hardship that they've been through because as we sort of all these massacres and all these 
things we've been talking about all the existing labor unions had been virtually wiped out by 1982-83 
nevertheless as of 1984 the coca-cola workers went to strike for a whole year and that was able to breathe 
the brave new era breathing life to the to the union movement and now we have had the largest worker strike 
in Wareham our history were over a hundred and fifty thousand workers from both the national and the 
private sector went on strike 
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and the private sector went on strike demanding better economic and living conditions | think that you have 
read the last clippings on that we could add some information the strike began with a hundred and thirty 
thousand public sector workers who were government workers essentially bureaucrats of one kind or another 
electricians utility workers going on strike and then they were shortly joined by another 70,000 workers from 
the private sector representing another forty labor unions joining into the strike what happened was that they 
were able to cut off utility services to Guatemala City for a few days and president said | so had to actually 
miss the first day of his scheduled visit to Washington DC and including missing a dinner which was to be 
hosted by Senator Kennedy for him so his negotiators met with the strikers that night and negotiated until 
near dawn at which point the government essentially conceded all of their demands for a 30-day period the 
agreement they reached bilaterally was that there will be 30 days of negotiations and if no permanent 
agreement is reached by the end of that time the strike will begin again incrementally in addition the 258 
workers who have been fired have been reinstalled in their jobs those who had been threatened with firing 
are retained in their jobs a document that's worker produced rather than government produced is the basis 
for negotiating and most importantly the legal character of labor union organizing is recognized during this 
time period and that means theoretically that any company within Guatemala or any pub agency within 
guatemala zone opened a union organization during that time and that's absolutely unprecedented in 
guatemala history that have always been companies like dole like burlington which absolutely refused to 
have union organization in their plants so we've been really encouraging people who are in any way 
connected with trade union activity in the United States to send telegrams of congratulations Tiffany CEO 
said eyesore to put ads in the 
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said eyesore to put ads in the Guatemalan newspaper first of all articulating congratulations for reaching this 
historic agreement but secondly and very importantly asking that the agreement be respected and that the 
strikers safety be guaranteed because in the past there have been massive strikes there was a strike of 
40,000 agricultural workers on the south coast plantations for two months which in theory the workers won 
and they were striking for $5.00 a day wages in theory they won 3 dollars and 50 cents a day wages but 
what happened was that the agreement wasn't respected and those who led the strike were subsequently 
killed or disappeared so if this is allowed to stand it may bring about significant change in the labor unions 
situation in Guatemala if not it may result in a lot of bloodshed it seems like a contradiction here we had a 
history of so much repression so many people killed disappeared in the countryside as well as in the cities 
and yet this enormous strike goes on and there seems to be some conciliation instead of just mass 
repression why the change | think in part it's because the government is extremely in need of foreign aid right 
now and the intention of Sara's visit to Washington was to get foreign aid the day that he did come he was 
able to on that day get five million dollars in funds scheduled for El Salvador reallocated in an emergency 
way without any legislative process to helicopter parts for the Guatemalan army and | feel like that need for 
foreign aid is an overriding concern right now and is the real equation that may have changed some since 
the early 1980s and in the situation when those massacres have maybe they strike workers were very and 
leaders of very astute is that to schedule this when the president was going to the United States because we 
were in bad form for him to be in the United States and Massacre the workers at the same time absolutely 
and it's very important also to link it to the fact that a lot of those unions have at least links with Western 
European Union's and Western Europe it's 
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European Union's and Western Europe it's also outside of the United States the major source of flow of 
foreign aid and private investment into Guatemala and that releases arezzo has really been courting the 
Western European governments for aid in to Ramallah in his travel extensively through Western Europe and 
it would look very bad if after all that courting them and after trying to guarantee and right right over and over 
again that the worst was over and that his was going to be a government a constitutional government where 
the rule of law would prevail over the military boot that the first major worker strike violence was implemented 
as as the means of confrontation he would throw everything down the to the waste basket and it would 
guarantee that at least from Western Europe that would be the end of any possibility of aid and influence 
capital into into autumn our so so that link also | think has to be established we have begun to see limited 
violence as a result of the strike - it's it's not really known the details but chicken mullah Santa Rosa and 
chimaltenango departments all of which were areas centres of the strike have begun to receive reports of 
violence to the human rights commission and we don't have further details yet but it hasn't been that massive 
violence which could have happened if these conditions weren't prevalent is they and then another step well 
Kirk a soon | don't grant this ski a little but the mother also speaking of the strike one of the largest stammer 
see suppose | take a una semana intestine Guinea simcha me campesinos tomorrow will parque central in 
protesta poor Tierra it should be noted - that this is part of the general climate one week before that 
happened five thousand compass inos took over one of the central parks of Guatemala City asking for land it 
sadly he dope or neither de este grupo 
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sadly he dope or neither de este grupo que si AMA Pro Tierra poor and risky Don and this group the called 
cross Tierra group is led by a priest named Andres Iran y todos de esta es automa del Parque esta tambien 
que Principia esta Durango Elka entonces Venus arezzo se siente se siente bastante coronado con la 
situación cana da Doan Englander respuesta hace el pollo and with this taking of the park happening right 
before the beginning of this large strike nice yo said right so must have felt somewhat surrounded by hand 
without any other recourse than to negotiate somehow with the people you see from the logic of the army | 
think that there is one thing that they understood and that they have expressed which was that from their 
perspective they won't quote unquote the world and subversion but they felt that what they had won militarily 
they almost lose economically and so they have come to understand that they cannot get a literally get away 


with murder because of the high economic and political cost that they will have to pay internationally loser 
foreign aid they lose their foreign aid condemnation from most countries sanctions of different sorts some 
countries break diplomatic relations etc and and the cost for a country were as weak economically as what 
Amaya is in a period of general recession is enormous and so that has taught them a lesson too and that has 
forced them to have to adapt themselves to this new constitutional period through which they will still power 
and through which they do not authorize the structural changes that are absolutely basic to create anew a 
real country to start with but that they also give political margins that were non-existent before in which they 
were among people obviously always know and have had that creative capacity 
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know and have had that creative capacity to take advantage of those little political spaces in order to 
reorganize and once again take the initiative in terms of political strong and the question is how long the 
army will remember this lesson because Guatemala has been through several cycles of violence and calm 
simone's part of the countryside was massacred in 1965 through 67 and over 150 villages were bombed or 
napalmed out of existence during that time period and then there was another period of calm and resistance 
arose repression arose so the question is whether the army given that they haven't given up their actual 
power in the country will go any further than absolutely necessary to revitalize Guatemalan economy with 
foreign aid and then once again begin this sort of larger scale oppression or whether this is something which 
will last a while someone from the Human Rights Commission of Guatemala which is a independent agency 
monitoring Human Rights as we said compared the situation to a house where all the appliances are turned 
on that the main switch is off and the Army's hand is still on the switch at this point no one's removed that 
and from that lever Oh funny man whatever oh boy yo yo bro leave her and only one on our the another 
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we too long forever No Kanan on pegida Davido poor again Oh but a whole ha leave it at all leave a long 
according to Alexander Coburn and in these times the intervention by the CIA over 30 years ago has 
developed into a 
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over 30 years ago has developed into a regime whose oppression is unequaled anywhere in the hemisphere 
El Salvador Chile Argentina Uruguay they've all had their [ __ ] that there's nothing that can compare with the 
suffering that the Guatemalan people have undergone in the last three decades according to Coburn yeah 
the United States media during this time has completely closed their eyes to the suffering in Guatemala in 
our own backyard south of Mexico and there's been no expose of the suffering of the oppression that the 
Guatemalan people have undergone in the last three decades in addition according to Coburn the media in 
the last year have created a fairy tale that things have changed under the first civilian government the Niecy 
Elsa reso was elected government was elected president of Guatemala in January of 1986 and the media of 
fostering the line of the Reagan administration has tried to make it appear that everything's okay now in 
Guatemala according to Coburn the situation has not improved under the civilian president president Vinicius 
arezzo and indeed the human rights record has even deteriorated the mutual support group which is a 
Guatemalan human rights group indicates that in 1987 in 1988 almost every month there were hundreds of 
killings and something like four people a day on the average have been assassinated by death squads in 
Guatemala since ray saw has become president according to Coburn the situation in the countryside is even 
worse Indians are drafted into the military in force to do some military patrol duty even though there's not any 
significant guerrilla activity in the countryside and they've taken another 60 thousand of the peasants to live 
in a countryside and brought them into what in the Vietnam era was called pacified Hamlet's 
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Vietnam era was called pacified Hamlet's that is they forced people to leave there alleges and brought them 
in the government sponsored and run villages where people are under the inspection and observation of the 
army moreover freedom of the press has deteriorated there's been political assassinations of journalists in 
which radio broadcasters were pulled out of the radio stations and assassinated newspaper journalists are 
assassinated in the streets of the town by death squads in spectacular fashion all of this has kept the press 
from carrying out any critique of the sir a co government in the progressive for June 1988 which has an 
analysis by two of America's leading radical press critics Edward Harman and Noam Chomsky and they 
talked to a great extent about not how the media in the United States distort and suppressed information and 
why they do it and they make a play the good point of using Guatemala they said that you it would have been 
impossible for the US government to carry out its foreign policy supporting these repressive regimes in 
Guatemala if the press had provided the kind of coverage on Guatemala truthfully as it had on Aundre they 
suckered off in the Soviet Union but it didn't because the the media are part of the American power system 
and the media support the policy of the particular administration which is in power and this goes right back 
from the very first after the 1954 coup which was engineered by the CIA and the United States supported the 
elite rule and even went to the extent of helping to organize the terror in Guatemala which resulted in tens of 
thousands of deaths of people still the media did not cover this hmm in fact Alexander Coburn and his 
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in fact Alexander Coburn and his associates did a study of the stories in the last year in the major American 
newspapers concerning Guatemala and found that there was almost nothing that our major newspapers in 
the United States the Washington Post The Wall Street the New York Times the Christian Science Monitor 
etc only had seven stories on Guatemala during this whole 12-month period at a time when there was 
intense focus on Central America because of the Arias peace plan moreover the seven stories on Guatemala 
only one or two we're really critical a lot of them were sort of whitewashing this Eraser government one story 
and the Christians Science Monitor for instance said that things have significantly improved under survey so 
in Guatemala that many Guatemalans think that Cerezo deserves equal credit with the Costa Rican 
president Oscar Arias Sanchez for bringing peace to Central America and only one or two of these stories 
covered the death squad activity in Guatemala there was one story by Stephen Kinzer in The New York 
Times in February of this year that indicated that Cerezo had not challenged the army that was still engaged 
in murder and death squad activities that there had been no prosecution of previous atrocities by the military 
that no reforms have been covered out and the political violence was on the rise but that's the only story in 
the mainstream press this whole year there are other aspects of the story which the regular media absolutely 
avoid one is the Israeli connection Israel was Guatemala's principal international backer between 1977 when 
the Carter Administration cut off aid until January of 86 with the installation of Benicio Cerezo as the 
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installation of Benicio Cerezo as the president not only was Israel the primary arms merchant it also installed 
computer surveillance equipment in Guatemala and under the pretext of providing agricultural systems that 
helped devise these strategic Hamlet's Allah in Vietnam which have been so suppressive and so disruptive 
of the life in the countryside and of course the Mossad the Israeli secret police has been involved lot of the 
torture and deaths that have been going on in fact the Israeli government has been the surrogate for the 
United States during the entire Reagan administration whenever the country like Guatemala or El Salvador's 
civil rights record is so bad that Congress cutbacks on aid because of all the political murders and the death 
squads etc the u.s. calls on Israel to supply the governments in places like Guatemala and El Salvador with 
military aid with police aid and with other forms of economic aid when the US Congress refuses to do so this 
has been a constant pattern under the Reagan administration there there frequently a lot of talk about the 
white mercenaries with the Contras in Nicaragua the first story I've seen about the mercenaries North 
American mercenaries being used in Guatemala The Guardian says that they they're beaut they're seen very 
frequently in Guatemala City they apparently used that capital as their rebate of their rare base for there 
between tours of battle in Honduras and in Nicaragua guess they swing both ways and in the bars in the city 
they say that the groups of mercenaries can be found very frequently almost every night as a matter of fact 


sitting around telling these stories and about talking about how the people they killed how many women they 
raped and even several ex-green beret mercenaries have been noted that they were there and recognized 
as participating in this and 
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recognized as participating in this and that's alternative use for this time alternative use is a production of the 
alternative Information Network p.o box 7279 Austin Texas seven eight seven one three goodbye you 


END 


